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Tho Woo y cops You Informod of tho Curront Broadway Critical Scano 


Tho Liar-Broadhurst, 5/11/50. Musical by Alfred Drake ond Edward Eegery score 
by John Mundy, besed on 1760 comedy by Goldoni,s William Eytho, Mclville Cooper and 
Peule Leuronce head cast, stagod by Norris Houghton. Produced by Dorothy Willard 
Qnd Thomas Hammonds 


Daily Reviowors Look at tho New Shows 


Brigadoon=City Contor, 5/2/50. Three ycars and 20,000 miles lator tho critics 
Still Like the Alan Jny Lerner fontesy. Leeds Phil Hanne ond Virginia Oswald eshorocd 
top billing with dance numbers of Agnes de Mille, «atkinson, Times, and Bagar, Music 
Critic of World Tologram and Sun, cheered the beautiful work of art that is held to- 
gether by de Mille*s genius. Colemon, Mirror, billed it es “modern clossic"s 
while Chapman, News, thinks charm is in Scottish fantosy being "pleasant" not 
“smort". 11 recommended it for second visit to those who saw it beforc. Producor 
Cheryl Crawford was complimontod for kcoping it in tho bost of taste 


Tickets Please-Coronot, 4/27/50. Hortmans triumphed over their new revuce Most 
of daily crities welcomed the dance tcam back ag the masters of intimate cntcrtain- 
ment, but Field, Nework News, thought the lack lustre performoncecs and matcrial were 
too much for them to overcomce Rest of the 14 critics were reserved in their praise. 
Little, omiable, unpretcntious were the key wordse Watts, Post, objcctcd to one. 
"repulsive" song, but wont olong with the majaritye Garland, Journal .imerican, 
deemed the tcam the "Lunt & Fontarino” of the song and dance world. 


Shows That Closod 


The Velvet Glove=Golden, 12/26/49-4/6/50. Fino acting by Grace George and. 
Welter Hampden, not the script by Roscmary Cascy, wore the items praised by oxactly 
half of the 30 critics rated. Sharp "Con" rcevicws were filod by critics of Herald 
Tribuno, Compass, Gcorgo Jcan Nathan, Varicty, Thcatro arts, Cuc, Time and New Yorker. 


Groat To Bo Alivo-Wintor Gardony 3/23/50-4/6/50. Daily critics split their votos 
on Vinton Freodloy musical, though Valeric Betti‘'s dancing drew raves from alle . Most 
of the wookly critics panned showe Goncral opinion wos that cvcry one workod hard, 
but nothing camo of ite Many objectod to mixing-of ghosts in their musicals, 


Magazine Critics Ratc the Plays 


Poter Pan-Imperial, 4/24/50. Gibbs, Now Yorker, is first critic to pan Poter. 
The Barric classic lost most of its megic, it requires too much indulgenee for thoso 
ovor age tone Several of the weokly critics thought the Bernstoin music and tho 
male ballct slowed up the proecedingse Hatch, subbing for the Peris-bound Clurman 
in New Ropublic, onjoyod the rcvivalg but he tcrmod:the sottings jocosc in the Disney 
toadstool mannor and tho mermoids from Minskye Morchouse, WT&S, folt Marcia Hendor- 
son flow away with the show, though ©11 othors peaised Jean Arthur end Boris Kerloff 
in tho leads. Crities of Cucy Newswock and Time wore though aatter 
thought parts were too syrupye ; 


A Phoenix Too Frequent and Froight-Pulton, Wide diffcronee of 
opinion on acting and dircetion in the Fry Phoonixe Critics thought playlot hed fow 
bright moments, but not enough action or plote Kennoth White's Freight was ool 
by critics of Nowswoek and Billboards ponnod by others. 


“Tho Wisteria TroogeMortin Bock, 3/29/50. Phelan, Commonweal, sces no oxcuse for 
Holen — to act ing or for Joshua Logan to write o. new version of Chekhov's vate 
§he should heve triod orig 
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* The Green Room Department ' - 4 


IDEAS OF THE WEEKeeeGarland, Journal American, advice to "the next good New York 
newspaperman who dies to become a drama critic" is to retreat to Mary Martin's 
dressing room at the Majestic to study the paintings of femous theatre people 
She has collected...Bring #11 the high spots of the hit shows to the Waldorf for 

_ & program beginning at midnight, continues to be the favorite dreem of Morehouse 
WT&S..+.T»S»Fliot should study drame, Nathan, american Mercury retorts. «author 
hed commented that critics didn't understand poetical dramas like The Cocktail 

Partye Nathen says it*s vice versa, 


HAIR & H1TSeeeMary Martin, Julie Herris- ‘and Jean arthur have become stars this season 

in parts calling for extra short“haircuts. Bolton, Morning Telegraph, thinks a 
wise barber could clean up if he put a sign in his window reading “Shave Your 
Head and. Become ~A Star"...By the time the public is able. to buy an aisle seat to 
South Pacific, Mery Martin may be’ ‘able to let her locks sprout a bit and take 
Over the male lead, quipped WT&S. 


BOX OFFICE MANNERS, «elec Tracy, WOR: Theatrical Page, urges his listeners to report 
by name and theatre the box office men who are rude to theme He will turn the 
information over to the management. Star objects violently to tho fow treasurors 
who refuse. to answor ee questions civilly. 


NATHAN | PICKSes.Bests of the scason picked by George Joan Nathan includes Come Back, 
Little Sheba, The Enchantod, Tho Consul, Touch end Go. Cedric Hardwicke and 
Lilli Pelmor, Peter Glonville, Robert Lewis and Jo Miclziner. Worsts of the scae 
son includes With a Silk Thread, Cry of the Peacock, Miss Liberty and Ken Mur- 
rey's Blackoutse Reymond Massey, Martha Scott were picked 4s worst actors, Elsa 
She licy 4s worst stage dircctore 


PETER PAN FANSeeeHOpalong Cessidy was warned’ in a friondly lettcr from Rice, Post, to 
realizo that many of his fans, drossed in het, suit and gun, are surrendoring to 
. the charms of Potor Pane He suggested Hoppy look into the flying rackct if kk 
wants to rctain his followingese."Tinker Bcll for president of the UN” is the slo- 
gen Phillips, WT&S, offers to promote peace. Global road companics of Potcr Pan 
.. will do the job. If the Russians can walk out on Tinker Bell, then they aren't 
_ worth savings 


AUDIENCE REVIEWED.eeThere is no excuse for latccomers, alec The 
ocktail Party, told Varioty. Fault of London playgoors is the drinking ond 

rattling of teacups, while New Yorkers have no rospect.for curtain timos..eJohn 

Sherman, Minneapolis Star drama critic, rappod the citizens of his town for not 


patronizing Madwoman of Cheillot. If they refuse to attend such fine plays, the 
town will be considered as a whistle. Pe 


Random Items * 


Charade team from Tho Velvet Glove have won seven Sundays in a row on WNBT Gay It 
With Actinge»eColumbia Univorsity has authorized the plans for o TV program called 
"Pulitzor Prize Playhouse", fcaturing adaptations of winncrsesePulitzor Prizo offi- 
eials announced that award to South Pacific was meant to honor Joshua Logan @s well 
as Rodgers and Hammerstine..sHorald Tribune effors course of 15 lecturos for NY tea- 
chers on artee Paper's drama and movie critics will lccturoe Codrick Hardwicke told 
group that toachors can instill onthusiasm for theatre in students by getting them te 
perticipete in school productions. .oRay Bolger, Whore's Charloy? star, devoted cur- 
tain speech to praise Peter PaneeeJdoOhn De Macarthur, publishor of Theatro arts, hes 
| his position from an. bank to assume full timo dut 
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* Off Broadway * 


Pollock, Compass, spent a busy week playgoing off Broadway. John Fe Matthews 
The Scapegoat, fashioned from Mfka's "The Trial" and produced by Dramatic Workshop, 
was bittes as a play of stature. It was especially recommended to those who are not 
content with the ordinary. Paul Green's Tread the Green Grass, put on by the Abbe 
Practical Theatre was not up to Green‘s-high standards, he commented; while he viewed 
Herd Tank's longitude 49 a powerful plays well acted, well ré- 
porter didn’t think much of Stacey Hill*s And So They Perish, produced at Hudson 
Guild Theatre, he considered the dialogue forceless.»Gerland, Journal American, is 
convinced that. the best way to see William Saroyan'’s Sam Ego's Houge is in a dark 
theatre with the curtain downe He saw it on the West Coast done in conventional man- 
ner, and now he has seen it produced at Fordham in arona style. Slovenly in thinking 
and writing, phony and protentiouss 


' Interview Round Up * 


THE HARTMANS.eeThere is no way to tell if © show is going over until the curtain goes 
_Up, thon you find out in tho first four minutes if the audience is for or against 
you, Paul and Graco Hartman, Tickets Pleasc, admitted to WNBC Mary Margerct 
McBridce Thoir present rovuo was written and rowritton many times before the 
Opening, the ballet numbor was finishod three days bofore the optninge 


ALFRED DRAKEseeStar of Kiss Mo, Kate and co-author of The Idar has boon leading a 
busy life, Morchousc, WI&S, discoverod. Acting in tho musical: oight timos a wock 
in New York, ho has beon going down to Philadelphia overy night to work until 
5200 seMe on Tho Liar, returning lato the following afternoons fe can recite the 
Ponnsy dincr monue Drako, who leaves Kiss Mc, Kato on Junc 3rd, is off fora 
European vacarion, then he would liko to do @ straight playe Some day Hemlet. 


GENE LOCKHART eseeThe Sudionce works twico as herd as tho cast, tho star of Doath of a 


Salosman, told Hawkins, WT&S. Though he will be roplacod this wook by Albert 
Dokkor in tho titlo role, Lockhart onjoycd tho parte The chore was to keep 
punching yot not appear to bose The succoss of tho play, ho fecls, is largely a 
Battcr of wnivorsal associations 


MRS. EZIO PINZAessDanccr wifo of star of South Pacific is rosponsible for his loaving 
, the opera to become an actor, roports Fiocld, Mirror, Two plodgos koop thom hap- 
pily marriod, they toll cach othcr overything, and she roads his mail. 


* Key to NYC Criticism at a Glance ' 


Shows are rated os to how the critics liked them, not if thoy think thoy will be 


hitse "So-S0" means the critic did not statc directly if ho recommondod the show for | 


an entertaining or stimulating cvoninge Photostots of roviows may be obtaincd at 25 
eents cach to subscribers, 50 conts coach to othcrse 


le NY Times Nowark Nows Catholic Wor ld 


NY Hcreld Tribune Women's Woar Daily Commonweal 

NY News 13¢ Daily Workor 230 Cuc 

4. WY Mirror. Wall Strect Journal ChreScicMonitor 
Se NY Compass (Star, Fil} 15¢ Journal of Commerce 25¢ SateRoviow Lit. 
NY Post 16. George Jean Nathan 26. Newsweek 

NY Sun (Morchousc) . 17° Morning Tolograph 270 Time 

8, NY Journal Amcricen 18. Varicty Nation 

Se NY World Tolcgram & Bun 19e Billboard 29e Now Republie 


10. Brooklyn Faglo 20. Theatre arts New Yorker 


Arms end the Girl-46th Street, 2/2/50. Prot 
Cons 0-29. So-$08 


Ag You It-Corty 1/26/50. Prot 
Gont 5-b-14-28. 


Cluttcrbuck-Biltmorc, 12/3/49. 
Cont So-So8 2=4-10-14, | 


The Cocktail Party-Miller,; 1/2/50. Pros 
24-26-2720, 0-508 16-30. 


Come Back, Little Shcba-Booth, 2/15/50. Prot 
23-26-29, Cont 2=4=7-12-275 S0-S08 3-6-30. 


The Consul=Barrymore, 3/15/50. Pros 25 votcse Cons 22. So-Sos 6-29. Nonces 20-21, 


Death of Salesman=Morosco, 2/10/49. Pros 28 votcse Cont 296 go-S08 27; 

Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/49. Prot 9-12-1401 5-17 

The Devil's Disciple=Royalc, 2/21/50.. Pros 3242506 0-11 
23-24=27-29. Cons 302 So-Sos 16. 


Gentlomon Profcr Blondos- Zicgfold, 12/8/49. Pros 21 votes,.Cons 6-21-28, 
So-Sot 16-22-27, Noncs 256 


The Happy Timc=Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 20 votes. Cont 
Noncs 1321. 


I Know My Love-Shubert, 11/14/49. Prot 21 votcss Cont 


The Imocontg-Playhousé, 2/1/50. Pros 24 votes. Cont Noncs. 21. 
Kiss Mo, Kato-Contury, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votrss Cons 29. Nonct 28+ 


Lost_in tho Stars-Music Box, 10/30/49. Pros 
23264. Cont 5-9-1 4=27. 


The Manbor of the Wodding=Empirc, 1/5/50. Prot 25 votes, Cons 16. So-g08 2-27-30 
Mister Roberts-alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 votoss Cons 21-24. So-Sos 13-16-17. 


Poter Pan-Imporial, 4/24/50. Prot 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot 
26-30, Cont 27. 23. 


Texes Li'l Derlin*-Hellinger, 11/25/49. Pros 
Cone 1-4-7 3-29°300 So-S0s 


Where's Cherloy8-St. James, 10/11/48. Pros 16 votcs. Cont 
25-266 4-276 ‘ 


The Wisteria Troes-Martin Bock, 3/29/50. Pros 12324052691 
Const 2=7= 9-1 0916=2 3=25=26=2 7928-306 So-Sos 18-29. : 
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